
Life-long Catholic Elizabeth Nelson knows that her family is blessed to have a school that reinforces
their family values and faith. “When the children come home and share what they are learning about
our  Catholic faith I know Ryan and I made the right decision in sending them to Saint Rose School,”
she says.

All three of the Nelson children attend the parish school. Elin is in grade three, Greta in grade one and
soon-to-be five Ryan is in pre-K. Elin attended public school for kindergarten and grade one. When
the family began to look for a kindergarten for Greta, Saint Rose was a   better option. Elin switched at
the same time.

“Class size was much smaller,” notes Ryan, “and that allowed Elin, who is a good student, but soft-
spoken, to receive more attention than she would have in the public school classroom of 25-30 kids
and where there is a lot going on. Plus Saint Rose has a strong family feeling.”
Elin especially likes the frequent classroom visits by Fr. Paveglio. “He is nice and we get to ask him
questions.”

Elizabeth and Ryan Nelson

Other things to know about the Nelson family:
· Ryan’s family moved to the area when he was five. He
received first Communion and was Confirmed at Corpus
Christi. An Eagle Scout, Ryan graduated from the
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire with a degree in
management information systems. After 12 years in
banking, he became a financial planner for his father’s
firm—Nelson Financial Services. He went to college with
Elizabeth’s brother and first met her after she graduated.

· Elizabeth was raised in Cottage Grove and belonged to St. Rita parish and was an altar server as were her
six brothers and sisters. She has a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in metals and jewelry from Northern
Michigan University. For the past ten years she has worked for Aurora Dental Design.
· The entire family likes outdoor activities, spending much of the summer on the lake and participating in
several winter sports—skiing, skating and sledding. Young Ryan even likes shoveling snow, jumping out
of bed at 6:30 a.m., putting on his boots and  grabbing his shovel right after a snowfall.
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